
Neighbors Building Brightmoor 
Neighbors Building Brightmoor seeks to mobilize our neighbors to work together 
to equip families and individuals to improve the quality of life in our neighborhood.   

              March 2017 

Dates to Remember 
 
March 2—NBB pot-
luck and mtg, 6:30pm 

at St. Christine’s 
 
March 13—Community 
Kitchen mtg, 7pm at 
22739 Fenkell 
 
March 17, Brightmoor 
Alliance meeting, TBA 
 
March., all Satur-
days—Brightmoor 
Freestore, 10am-2pm, 

Aldersgate UMC 

Spectial Thanks: 
SA Ventures $100 
Brightmoor Liquor $20 
St. Christine’s for allowing us to use 
their space 
Compassion Funeral Home $20 
Speedy’s Gas Station $20 
Inter-City Auto $20 
Bo-Jack Carwash $20 
Scotty’s Fish & Chips $20 
Metro PCS $20 
Regal Spirits $20 
Checkers Food and Liquor $20 
Grandy’s Coney Island $20 
Pueblo Tile $10 
BP Gas Station, Telegraph 
and Fenkell $20 
Marathon Gas Station, Fen-
kell and Lahser $20 

 Inclusion Committee Teams Up with Fenkell Business Owners 

for Fenkell Facelift 
If you’re looking for something productive and satisfying to do in 
early March, we’d love to have you join Fenkell Facelift, phase one 

on March 9th from 9:30-4 and March 10th 9:30-noon. We’ve got a 
hearty group of volunteers coming and will be working with Fenkell 
businesses to get them on board as well. In our dream world, this 
would be an opportunity for NBB members to mix with biz owners 
and volunteers to strengthen relationships and to make our main 
artery shine. Phase two (date tbd) will be beautification, so come for 
the cleanup and stay for the shine-up. For more information or to 
sign up, please call or text Sharon at 609-540-0741. 

 

Keep Gompers School Open! 

By Bill Hickey 

Pre-School Reading Corps Tutor at Gompers 

As you may know, Gompers Elementary School on Burt and 
Lyndon is one of 25 Detroit schools threatened with closure at the 
end of this school year.  If this happens, its 1,000 students and 
their parents will be left scrambling to find another school, likely 
out of our geographic area and maybe even out of Detroit.  This is 
totally unfair and unacceptable.  

Closing schools does nothing to improve student achievement, and 
it destroys surrounding neighborhoods.  Even though Gompers 
students may not be meeting state proficiency standards, its teach-
ers work tirelessly, and students are showing growth toward those 
standards.  With a new school board behind them, and with the 
help of Brightmoor community leaders, the administration, teach-

ers, parents, and students at Gompers should be given more time 
to design and implement turnaround strategies.  

 You can Help Keep Gompers Open by doing the following: 

1) Call Governor Snyder's office (517-373-3400) and urge him to 
rescind the notice of school closings and give Detroit the additional 
3 years it was promised to achieve student proficiency. 

2) Call our State Senator, Morris Hood (517) 373-0990), and urge 
him to do all he can to pass Senate Bill 27 which will repeal the law 
that empowers the state to close schools. 



Land Security and Community Land Stewardship 

By Kieran Neal 

 

Are you or someone you know struggling with land security? If your house 

owned by the land bank? Is there a lot nearby that you would like to utilize 

instead of leaving abandoned?  Are you a gardener looking to secure the land 

where you garden? The Detroit Land Bank Authority can be difficult to navigate 
as an individual, but we are coming together in Brightmoor to form a united front 

that can negotiate with Land Bank for better prices and easier access for all indi-
viduals in the neighborhood.  If you or someone you know is interested in joining, 
please attend the upcoming NBB meeting so that we may discuss the needs and 
desires of the whole group. 

 

Ideally we will be able to put to-
gether a list of project pro-
posals with an associated map 
of their locations throughout 
Brightmoor, and present them 
to the city. By transitioning 

parcels to ownership by or 
within the community, we en-
sure that we are able to avail 
ourselves of the resources that 

exist to clean up and rehabilitate them. Some examples would be installing swales 
for water infiltration, having tree organizations come out to deal with dangerous 

branches, or community mowing which could be done more frequently than the 
city does. 

 

Rather than waiting for the City to maintain them while they are simultaneously 
dealing with thousands of properties around the region, we can get the problems 
dealt with more efficiently within our own community (particularly if we work in 
blocks of lots and projects, rather than scattershot independent proposals).  It 
therefore should offer a significant incentive to the powers-that-be to help us enact 
such a community land stewardship model. 

 

Once we have an established community connection with the land bank and the 
city, we will have more power to stabilize the neighborhood.  We can get occupied 
houses removed from the Wayne County auction list, and we can attract people 

from around the city to move to vacant homes in Brightmoor, where with our com-
munity-based model there is a better opportunity for them to attain ownership. 
Please attend the upcoming NBB meeting for further discussion. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 NBB 2017 Meeting Schedule 
 Always on  the first Thursday of the month!   

 6.30 pm Potluck, 7 –8.30 pm Meeting 
 At St. Christine’s Soup Kitchen on the corner of Dacosta and Fenkell. 

 March 2,   April 6, May 4, June 1, July 6, August 3 

                   

Grayfield 
Lisa Rivera 773-332-
5031 
  
Beaverland 
Nicky Marcot 590-1965 
  
Bramell 
Tim Miller 687-2806 
Gwen Shivers 533-9455 
  
Stout 
Ora Williams  313-330-
4724 
  
Eaton 
Jody Scarlett 537-7848 
  
Lamphere 
Bill Hickey 472-5295  
Jeremy Kenward 701-
2063 
Jackie Adams 286-
6003 
  
Dacosta 
Jerry Flaton   926-1412 
  
Outer Drive 
Bernice Walker 926-
1975 
  
Dolphin 
Sophie Stockum 937 
307 7976 
  
Dolphin North 
Cindy Dorman 405 
2457 
  
Iliad 
Andrew Wilson 587-3299 
 
Braille North 
Willie Mae Jackson 808-
1652 
 
Acacia 
Karen K. Plants 248-
895-9825 
 
Kentfield 
Jacklyn Reese  535-
2791 
 
Patton 
Dawn Wilson 255– 
3637 
 
Bentler 
Trena Ross 467-3891 

 

 

For more information about Neighbors Building 

Brightmoor contact us at neighborsbuildingbright-

moor@gmail.com or 313-687-4463.  

 

Updates from the Community Greenhouse 

By Kieran Neal 
The tables in the greenhouse have their first trays on 
them as a few growers are trying to take advantage of 
the early spring weather.  There is plenty of space left for 
anyone looking to start their own plants though.  The 
price remains at $1/tray/week or you can rent a 1/2 ta-
ble (30 trays) for $60/month or a 1/4 table (15 trays) for 
$30/month.  Trays are standard black plastic trays from 
any garden store. The germination chamber ready to ac-
cept seeds, but it is still probably easier for most people 
to start their seeds at home and then bring them into 
the greenhouse. 
 
New beds of salad 
greens are just 
sprouting in the big 
in-ground bed and we 
are selling the last of 
the over-wintered 
Spinach. Hopefully in 
the next few weeks we will be able to stock some of the 
Greenhouse's produce at the Brightmoor Community 
Kitchen. We will announce that availability in a future 
Greenhouse update, so keep checking the newsletter. 

Block Contacts 


